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[Abstract]

Expanding the Power of Local Councils over their

Secretariat

Under the council-mayor system, local autonomy can be well
developed if the principle of checks and balances 1is properly
working. In theory, separation of powers means that one branch
cannot exercise the powers of the other branches. In practice,
however, the separation is far from complete. Compared with
the power of the mayor, local councils in Korea have limited
power. Local councils have no power of personnel management
over their secretariat, which is very important to enhance the
functions of local councils.

This study focuses on expanding the power of local councils
over their secretariat. By doing this, it will help not only to
strengthen the function assisting the local council’'s activities,
but it will also increase their autonomy, efficiency, and
expertise.

The following are the contents of this study:

Chapter 2 presents a survey of previous work on the personnel
system of local councils. It also contains the cases of other
countries by their institutional frameworks. Chapter 3 points

out the 1issues based on the present system and analyzes



[Abstract]

arguments for and against the power of local councils on their
secretariat personnel management. Chapter 4 shows the result
of the empirical analysis, using the in-depth-interview method,
on controversial issues and their solutions. Chapter 5 presents
eight alternatives on the expansion of the power of local councils
over their secretariat. It also discusses each of their strengths
and weaknesses along with the three appraisal criteria of

autonomy, expertise, and efficiency.
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