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[Abstract]

Readjusting the Administrative Functions of Provinces
to Ensure the Effectiveness of Decentralization

Successful  decentralization requires readjusting the administrative
functions between the central and local government and between
the local governments. In Korea, which adopted a two-tier
system, the role of the upper-level local government cannot be
ignored. Furthermore, the scope and process of decentralization
can be altered and the effectiveness of decentralization can be
reduced according to the way the administrative functions of
provinces(upper-level local government) are established.

Recognizing the issues mentioned above, the purpose of this
study is to seek ways to ensure the effectiveness of
decentralization.

For this purpose, this study 1is designed in the following
frame: Chapter 1, introduction, including the purpose, scope,
and methodology of study; Chapter 2, the need for
decentralization and the relationship between  decentralization
and readjusting  administrative  functions;  Chapter 3, the
realities and problems on the division of functions between

administrative  tiers;  Chapter 4, benchmarking realities  of



[Abstract]

readjustment; Chapter 5, suggestions to adjust administrative
functions; Chapter 6, suggestions on the principles, criteria, and
procedure to adjust administrative functions.

Based on the research, this study suggests the following major
findings to adjust administrative functions of provinces(do):
first, establishing the identity of the province(do), namely, the
status and roles of provinces; second, promoting  the
readjustment of functions step by step; third, formulating the
principles, criteria, and procedure of readjustment.

This study goes on to make the following  policy
recommendations: first, creating new functions by reducing the
functions of the central government; second, enlarging the
functions of local governments and building the capacity of local
officials; third, conducting research on comprehensive transfers;
fourth, establishing a successive basis for  decentralization

reforms.
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