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o AT o|EN o AT o|EN
B o A 3FZLE o X9 2FHE
o AeM o X84
o IE4 o DMELY
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Abstract KN

I Abstract

Towards Collaborative Inter-regional
Economic Development

The ongoing progress of economic globalization and decentralization have initiated
and enhanced “new regionalism”, which states the regional competitiveness is core
engines of national economy. In the era of new regionalism, the boundaries of
regions are open, fuzzy or elastic. What defines the extent of the region varies with
the issues and the domain. In particular the economic linkage is beyond
administrative boundary. This characteristic calls for collaboration and voluntary
agreement among regions, concretely, regional authorities.

Inter-regional collaboration has merits in sense that it allows regions within a
similar economic condition free from brutal competition. More importantly,
inter-regional collaboration can counteract disadvantages derived from “spatial
mismatch” between political, administrative space and economic space.

Over the last decade countries and regions in Europe or Japan have aggressively
begun to introduce systems and programs for collaborative inter-regional development.
Likewise, new Korean government has been proposing “5+2 mega-regions” and
“regional collaboration” as one of core regional policies. However, collaborative
inter-regional development in Korea is in an initial stage yet and thus experiences
with and the know-how of the collaborative development are not sufficient.

In this context, the purpose of this research is to search for policy recommendations

and measures for promoting collaborative inter-regional development after analyzing the
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problems of current practices and exploring the exemplary stories of some regions in
Korea and foreign countries. For the purpose, this research conducts literature review,
questionnaire survey analysis, examination of current policy. Expert survey was utilized
to identify the problems of and policy agenda and directions for regional collaboration.

Chapter 1 addresses the background, objectives, methodology, and scope of this
research. This research is focused on the industrial development as domain of
economic collaboration while excluding tourism and festivals. Chapter 2 discusses
existing literatures to formulate the analytic framework for collaborative inter-regional
development. The framework is constructed by the viewpoint of process: meanings
and advantages of economic collaboration, intergovernmental relations, and
governance. The main analytical points are participants of, scope and depth of, and
institutional base of collaboration.

Chapter 3 examines the current institutional settings and conducts case study in
Korea. Three regions were selected for the case study: Daegu-Kyungbuk,
Busan-Ulsan-Kyungnam, and Busan-Jinhae.

Chapter 4 analyzes expert survey results regarding current situations, factors of
success and failure, future policy orientation, and policy measures. Expert survey
results can be summarized as follows. First, collaboration area should be transformed
from hard collaboration to soft collaboration. Second, vertical and horizontal
cooperation network should be mobilized to plan and conduct collaborative
inter-regional programs. Third, coordination system should be arranged to
accommodate different, conflicting interests of regions in the initial stage of
cooperation. Forth, the presidents, representatives, residents, companies of regions
should be mobilized along with institutional supports for success of collaborative
inter-regional programs. Chapter 5 discusses the case studies of Europe, Japan, and

USA to identify successful elements.
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Chapter 6 suggests policy directions and measures for collaborative inter-regional
development on the analysis of current policy settings, current strategies of local
governments, and cases studies. Among several policy measures, core measures are as
follows: (1) the enhancements of collaboratire capabilities of the public officials and
residents through educational programs and the infoomation diffusion about potential
partner regions; (2) the construction of integrative government systems embracing the
relationships between central and local governments, local and local governments, and
the public and the private; and (3) the reform of the institutional settings regarding

financial and administrative supports.
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