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Examining ‘Ways of Life’ of the Social Welfare Officials
in the Korean Local Governments
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This study aimed to investigate ‘ways of life’ of the Korean local
governments’ welfare officials. Given the increasing importance of welfare
services in Korean local governments, the results of this study would contribute
to the quality of the services. The theoretical model of grid—group cultural
theory was applied, and this study found that sixty six percent of those
surveyed welfare officials represented egalitarianism. The way of life taking the
second place was individualism which accounted for about twenty five percent
of the surveyed. Hierarchy and fatalism took up very small amount of the
responded officials. The ways of life of the surveyed welfare officials showed
differences according to their individual attributes. The ‘group’ dimension(.e.,
social solidarity) of their ways of life was stronger among the newly entered
and the veteran officials and among the more professional officials. The ‘grid’
dimension(.e., autonomy and discretion) was stronger among the younger and
the more professional officials. These results could be considered as a
reference when the Korean central and local governments design improvement
plans regarding welfare officials’ professionalism and welfare services for local

residents.

[] Keywords: welfare officials, way of life, grid, group, professionalism
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o 30-39 8(72.7) 9(64.3) 43(55.1) 110(54.5)
40-49 1(9.1) 2(14.3) 21(26.9) 47(23.3)

500173 - 2(2.6) 13(6.4)

255 A4 6(54.5) 5(35.7) 45(57.7) 92(45.5)
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tghd A o] 4 1(9.1) 1(7.1) 7(9.0) 15(7.4)
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1004 1(9.1) 2(14.3) 17(21.8) 44(21.8)
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A z}A *
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s0dl | 15 | 2.1556 74393
24 | 305 | 24634 82508
* p(0.05, AH33%4: LSD
A, AREAN AR Freke A4 222 DB gD A4ahe HEdl gt
A A A9 Aol AR LR FelnlaAnHp( 05, +p(.1). AHEAL AAZ 7
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