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Political Ideology and Policy Preference in Local Governments

¢ A Comparison between Effects on the Development-Oriented and Welfare-Oriented Policy
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This article analyzes the extent to which the political ideology of primary local
governments affects their policy preference. To achieve this, it divides political ideology
into the conservative and progressive inclination based on both the party affiliation
of local government's head and a political party securing majority seats in the primary
local council, and classifies policy preference into the development—oriented and
welfare—oriented policy, which is respectively assessed by the proportion of economic
development budgets and welfare budgets in local government budgets. The results
reveal that while the proportion of economic development budgets is likely to be
higher in conservative local governments, the proportion of welfare budgets rarely
differs between conservative and progressive local governments. This implies that
because they have a responsibility for works related to daily life of citizens, particularly
welfare services, primary local governments can not help put an emphasis on welfare

services irrespective of political inclinations.

[] Keywords: primary local government, political ideology, policy preference,
development—oriented policy, welfare—oriented policy
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