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The Disappearance of the Village due to the National Project and
the Villagers’ Choice of Resettlement Sites

: Focusing on the Case of Gadeokdo New Airport Project from the Perspective of

Place Attachment
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The purpose of this study is to draw out implications for government to consider
for villagers who are forced to leave their villages for large-scale national project
when choosing a place to relocate. The case is ‘Gadeokdo Daehang Village', which
will disappear due to the construction of Gadeokdo New Airport. Based on the
theory of place attachment, this study focuses on whether place attachment, such
as place identity, place dependence, and place rootedness, influences villagers’
choice of resettlement location. In this study, interviews and observations were
conducted with residents of Daehang Village. The results show that the place where
people want to relocate differs depending on which of the place attachments is
more dominant. Those with a stronger sense of place identity and place rootedness
wanted to move to a neighboring village in Gadeokdo, which is closer to Daehang
Village. Those with a stronger sense of place dependence wanted to move to a
nearby town that was not too far from Gadeokdo, or to an area where they could
maximize the compensation they would receive regardless of the distance from
their current village. The implications are twofold. First, in the case of place identity
and place rootedness, which will persist for villagers after relocation, the government
should create relocation villages close to their existing villages. Second, in the
case of place dependence, the government should maintain villagers place
dependence, but at the same time, the government should recognize that there
are also preferred relocation sites that are influenced by outsiders who move into

the village for investment purposes.

[J Keywords: Gadeokdo New Airport, Gadeokdo Daehang Village, Resettlement,
Theory of Place Attachment
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