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This study aims to establish a theoretical model for leading carbon neutral
activities at the village community level to spread carbon neutral values, and to
formulate policy alternatives for their activation. This discussion aligns with the
carbon neutral initiative being pursued as a provincial administration philosophy
in Chungcheongnam-do Province. ‘Region-led carbon neutrality’ is an approach
in which the local government and various stakeholders within the local community
take the lead in planning and implementing policies that reflect the characteristics
and environment of the region. Since carbon neutral is not achieved through
top-down goal setting but rather takes root through activities within village
communities, it is crucial to expand the foundation based on communities in which
residents participate. To this end, this paper classifies 15 cities and counties in
Chungcheongnam-do by population size (R1-R4) and analyzes them through Focus
Group Interviews (FGI), categorizing them into the application, execution, and
post-implementation feedback stages of carbon neutrality activities. Based on this
analysis, a theoretical structure and activation plan are presented. In summary,
carbon-neutral village communities can establish a theoretical process of input,
execution, result, and feedback by combining Ostrom’s IAD model with three
structural pillars: people, space, and administration. Furthermore, for this policy
to materialize into tangible results, it is necessary to design an activation strategy
that respects the autonomy and self-reliance of the community while establishing

a phased growth path through institutional and financial support.

O Keywords: Carbon Neutral, Village Community, Climate Change, Social
Capital, Governance
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