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Determinants of Life Satisfaction among Foreign Residents in Seoul

. Focusing on Multidimensional Living Conditions and

the Moderating Role of Korean Language Proficiency
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This study examines the determinants of life satisfaction among foreign residents
in Seoul and the moderating role of Korean language proficiency. Unlike previous
studies focusing on social cohesion, policy fairness, or general social integration,
this study analyzes residential difficulties, discrimination experiences, perceived
urban attractiveness, community belonging, and subjective happiness. Korean
language proficiency is viewed as an institutional access capacity, not merely as
a communication skill.

Using the 2023 Seoul Survey of Foreign Residents, this study analyzed 2,500
foreign residents through hierarchical regression models with interaction terms.
The results show that perceived urban attractiveness, subjective happiness, and
community belonging positively affect life satisfaction, whereas residential
difficulties and discrimination experiences have negative effects. Korean language
proficiency has a positive direct effect and moderates the effects of residential

difficulties and community belonging on life satisfaction.

O Keywords: Foreign Residents in Seoul, Life Satisfaction, Korean Language
Proficiency, Moderating Effect, Institutional Access Capacity
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19609 o]H71A] gh=2] =}l U2 AgtH ol o, Ardstel Aqtete] wE S
£ AVIE 9= LB AE FHoE At FTISI ol 1990dd S0 AEolNlAt, &
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Q=lof] thet o= WA - A=A Wty sHEA =00l tha: AolstA AREE L Qlrt
WA, HEH AhoA FEd=T, AR Agola] =S “Histil=e] FHES 714
A of Tt A= Aofeial glow, A= QIAeTIE™, A2E Allze g tiRil=

AZ 7HAIA] ot AFF O 2 A Higtul=of AlRshs AR o= jHshal itk ESF TThe
SRR, A2z AllZoAs tighRl= =9a 2Q1gt 2=}l v eAE v tEe] 4
deorA Erg ot it} o|Hd HEZ A= 439 Hf ofRe} AF oRE 7
TO 2 slo] oj=219] HAE Fur:

S, SHEA AoflA =91 Tes] 8o] g FhE Hol, AF AR WolA Al
A ARl Apdoll et M o] Aol weEh s ARRE Ado® ofsjEti (7
0]- A3, 2017). Putnam(2000)2 9391 9 o]Z=ulS AFS]A AL FAlo] Tl A
5hH, o]59] WAL} AlFgFo] P} AAES 7351k ESE Berry(1997)=
E3H-8(acculturation) OJE0A =91 AFolgt 314 Wizt Lol A3 S s}
L Adog Hoft} IA7|F ES RARE A2 AASH=], OECD(2015)= 91291 “Hj
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A= (life satisfaction)= 7RIl AH4l9] 4F H¥kE ofEA BrIsk=A1E YEl=
ZQl & PEQIA](Subjective Well-Being, SWB)Q] d#4] QA=A SHEZOZE Q
oF =0]g]o] & 7fgolct. Neugarten et al.(1961)2 ATNEEE 1919] 419 S
S75t7] A3 AHE AL AAsHHA], ol 49 Aol digt AN "2 785kt
= Diener(1984, 1985)= FENEZEE 71919 4 P& +AJok= 523 oF9) A<
o7 A5y, Qx4 H7Hcognitive judgment)2t A4 Wk(affective response)= X
Fol= de= WHAF

Campbell et al.(1976) BEUZEE “7iQlo] A3t 8410} 71|19 T35 Ao tigh
FHY G2 FooiH, 49 o7 oMY wELrr SFE Z2FE melsiyith
Andrews and Withey(1976) E3 ALUSLE x4 /fdoes By, Ad, 4, A%,
7V A, AFRE B4 5 Y FAIE gl tit Byt S Axetar Asiaick

T AFolME BESE= 4 Aol gk =34 Brto|x}t A A hdE Y
= ZTHY AR'E AREHFIM- F5o, 2017). ©18EH2016)9] Aol TWEH, o|F=
oA o=Ql o]FHIe] AX| Aoy & 2 Bl Al YL v, FEL, A
St 84, AR AEFA T ot AF7F EEE0] fon, dFoAE BEEE
= Hot #2401 4 A= Aottt b BERSEs ottt 7114 PEL A
Tt ofdzt, ARl AR A, AGARE] B9t 7 Y a3 BUFehke AEEA]
SHEA] - 444 gHolE AUtHOECD, 2015: Putnam, 2000).

A= JlQlo] A4 4F ANEE DA Brlol=AlE Holg= Al =34 3
E(Subjective Well-Being, SWB)2] A|EZA(Neugarten et al., 1961; Diener, 1985) &
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2% BHRA el BRSO thet P T G AT el is
2] 2020; Y& 2008; B -ol4A%A 2009; 2o HAA 2013; 2F5- A= 2009;

W98 A9 2024). 0] SOl 01742(2024)9] AT Fro] o] ZAFI} FAOR
Q) 99H) A7 ApEzh, Felga ARUEE qio] So18 Holw Uehith gl

HeElE 8012 o=kl A=) HPH o JFE A= 83 82002 ol
WgolMe] A A, 23K 34, I-H 52 A=l A=A AHel 2 e A A
o]t} Berry(2006)9] Aol wWaH, RIS A2 23l A3shs FA0lA AEHA
o} #3514 F4E At Ward et al.(2001)9] A5 wad A 2|2 253 17t
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(2) AFE|& 29! (Social Factors)

A Qe FRlo] 43k k8] 72 B WA BT A% B4 948 s 7
2 AR AR, ARl wiA] g, AE )l A
9l0] A QP 4] ol Foiat .

A2l4 wASH AAE BoAE AF 9 ARUEEY] a8 299l Pxska ot
(Berry 1997). Putnam(2000)9] o]l W2, A151A VIET= 97119 Y&
AR FFE v AR AR HEQ/AE 7H A=ALTE AFARE] &gl 7
A BEEET} £ o2 Ueiith 313 520142 AeA FAT A F

A YA AL AR sto], =919] A G| H-gag et 243 P/l sl EAoHA
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(B 2) Q0124 3 A2z ZMzA
1 2 3 4 B 6 Alpha
0.899
0.874
P14 0.865 0.915
0.854
0.846
0.818
0.812
PSP 0.800 0.878
0.740
0.737
0.897
= 0.889
Fholsd 0.87 0.920
0.850
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Alpha
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0.766
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0.682
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